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Thanksgiving

The first Thanksgiving was in 1621. New American settlers from England celebrated the first
harvest with the Wanpanoag Native Americans. They ate deer, corn, shellfish, and roasted meat.
Today, Thanksgiving is celebrated with new traditions, on the fourth Thursday of November every
year.

Many people spend the holiday with their families and will travel across the country to visit them.
It is the busiest travel day of the year in America. I would often travel to Connecticut to my
grandparents’ house. The highlight of Thanksgiving is the big feast. It is a meal where we eat
turkey, stuffing, gravy, sweet potatoes, mashed potatoes, and cranberry sauce. I always like to help
cook a sweet potato casserole with marshmallows on top! Before the meal, my family would pray
and thank God for the meal and the good things in our lives. After eating, we all take a turn to say
what we are most thankful for. Then, of course, there is dessert. Pie is a popular Thanksgiving
dessert, especially pumpkin pie.

Many Americans enjoy watching football on the holiday, as well as the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day
Parade. It is a big parade in New York City with marching bands, giant helium balloons, and
performances from Broadway musicals. It is broadcast on TV. Families around America like to do
other activities after the feast. My family would often go see a movie together during the evening.
The day after Thanksgiving is known as Black Friday. It is a day when many people go shopping
and begin buying Christmas gifts. Many stores have really great deals, and shoppers will line up
very early on Friday morning to get into the store.

Thanksgiving has changed a lot over the years and people still celebrate in different ways, but it
will always be a time to say “thank you” and a time for family.

Written by Jon
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